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from agreement to intelligent criticism to mockery to blasphemy—with a freedom which 
speakers who knew only the ivory tower of pulpit or lecture hall found unnerving. It was 
unbelievably educative. I doubt if there was any objection against the Faith in all the centuries 
that was not hurled at us. And, unlike the great theologians whose writings had helped to form 
our minds, we could not go off and think about the objection for a year or two, then write an 
article. We had to cope—somehow—there and then. The crowd was truly co-author of the 
book; not a sentence that has not been reshaped by them. This really is aggiornamento— 
doctrines restated, not to be made more acceptable but more comprehensible, related to the 
questions people were actually asking, to the needs they were actually feeling, in the language 


they actually spoke.2+ 


This book presents to the reader a fully rounded and accurate representation 
of the Catholic view of reality, a view remarkably unlike that held by 
fundamentalists. Even most Catholics have a weak appreciation of it, and it 
is something that needs to be well comprehended by anyone wanting to 
pass along the Faith. The title Theology and Sanity comes from Sheed’s 
notion that to be truly sane is to take into account the whole of reality as it 
really is. To disbelieve in the supernatural (as even many Catholics, in 
practice, seem to do), is to live other than sanely, much as a physician who 
disbelieves in bacteria lives other than sanely. 

Sheed begins with a fine explanation of the Trinity, which is usually 
thought of as a dry topic but which his outdoor crowds found the most 
captivating. The next section looks at angels and men, the Fall, the 
Redemption, and the Mystical Body of Christ, and it gives perhaps the best 
popular account of life after death to be found anywhere. The last section 
explains why we need to be habituated to reality, how our insufficiencies 
are made up for by the sufficiencies of the Church, and how “sanity points 
toward sanctity”.22 

It is not enough to have the Faith firmly in hand and to be able to answer 
questions with, a glib tongue. There is a tendency for religion to seem dry, 
Scholastic in the bad sense. This is easily overcome if one has a deep 
appreciation of the life of Christ. The New Testament, of course, is the 


place to turn, but reading it alone is insufficient unless one is graced with 
considerable powers of synthesis. Help is needed to see the larger picture, 
and there are several books that do a fine job in that. 

Again, one is by Sheed. It is To Know Christ Jesus.22 The opening line of 
the foreword says, “This book is not a Life of Christ.” Sheed means there is 
too much we do not know about Jesus, at least regarding his everyday 
activities (we know, for instance, only one event between his infancy and 
the start of his ministry), for this to be a regular biography. What Sheed 
proposes to do, and what he does admirably, is introduce us to Someone 
through the Gospels. His book is really a preparation for reading the 
Gospels. Things are put in the right sequence, in the right perspective, and 
then, when one turns back to the sacred writings, there is a new and deeper 
understanding. The Gospels are in many ways so haphazard in organization, 
so confusing in terminology, that we need a road map to get around them 
and to know what we have seen. It is a bit like visiting a large city. You can 
drive around all day and still have no feel for it; but study a map, see where 
the main buildings are and how the highways intersect, and you can get 
back in the car and, for the first time, really appreciate what is there. 

Similar to Sheed’s book is Fulton Sheen’s Life of Christ,24 his most 
famous work. Written in response to an unnamed trial that afflicted him for 
years, it centers on what struck him as the main point of Christ’s life, that 
Christ did not come into the world to live but to die. “Unless there is a 
Good Friday in our lives there will never be an Easter Sunday. The Cross is 
the condition of the empty tomb, and the crown of thorns is the preface to 
the halo of light.”22 Sheen takes the reader through our Lord’s life 
chronologically, as might be expected, and he punctuates his recounting of 
what we think should be a familiar tale with astonishing insights. This book 
is every bit as good as Sheed’s in giving the prospective apologist the 
indispensable overview. 

Not to be overlooked is Romano Guardini’s The Lord,2® which may be 
the epitome of the genre. Guardini begins by noting that neither a 
psychology nor a biography of Jesus is possible;—the divine is not to be 
comprehended by finite minds. 


All we can do is ponder such words as: “And Jesus advanced in wisdom and age and grace 
before God and men” (Luke 2:52), or the passage in the Episde to the Galatians which 


describes him as one “in the fullness of time,” ripening to maturity deeply conscious of the 
history about him. . . . We can only reverently pause before this or that word or act, ready to 
learn, adore, obey. 


Guardini offers “the spiritual commentaries of some four years of Sunday 
services undertaken with the sole purpose of obeying as well as possible the 
Lord’s command to proclaim him, his message, and his works”.22 It is 
generally agreed that Guardini fulfilled his task well. 

Gathering the books mentioned in this chapter will be neither convenient 
nor inexpensive. While only someone wanting to go into apologetics on a 
more or less formal basis (or a bookworm) will acquire all the books, any 
Catholic who wants to develop his own faith so he can speak effectively 
with fundamentalists will get most of them. The fundamentalist problem is 
not a small one, and the problems fundamentalists have with Catholicism 
are not few. There is no one book that will arm Catholics adequately for the 
task, and it will take months to read what must be read. But the homework 
needs to be done—for oneself, for one’s family and friends who might be 
tempted toward fundamentalism, and for fundamentalists, both ex-Catholic 
and never-Catholic, who are thinking of coming home to Rome or who, if 
they find their questions answered, might start thinking that way. 


Chapter 26 


Afterword 


“There is something very gallant about these Literalists”, wrote Hilaire 
Belloc nearly a lifetime ago. The people known today as fundamentalists 


never retreated, they never surrendered, they were incapable of maneuver, and the few that 
remain will die where they stand rather give way a foot. Their simplicity sometimes has a holy 
quality about it... . Most of us, asked to make a guess, would say that in fifty years no odd 
Literalist could still be found crawling on the earth. Do not be too sure. Our children may live 


to see a revival of this type in some strange land.t 


Writing only five years after the Scopes Trial, Belloc naturally emphasized 
fundamentalism’s attitude toward the first eleven chapters of Genesis. 
Perhaps that was all he knew about this brand of Christianity. Besides, it 
was mainly an American phenomenon, and the real battles were being 
fought elsewhere. Still, he perceived fundamentalists’ tenacity. Whatever 
they stood for, they stood for it solidly, and he was right to imagine a 
revival of fundamentalism “in some strange land”, such as the one across 
the Atlantic from England. He had no way of knowing, of course, of the 
travails the Catholic Church would undergo during the next half century. He 
could not imagine a resurgence of modernism, which seemed quite dead in 
1930, or how, in two generations, Catholics would be woefully uninstructed 
in their religion, easy marks for sects that offered simple answers for the 
spiritual problems of an age that had ceased to be Christian in any real 
sense. He could not know of the hollowness so many Catholics would feel 
—good people who one day woke to realize that their bonds to the Church 
were tenuous and that they might happily go wherever the Bible, as 
interpreted by fundamentalists, seemed to lead them. 

Someone who understands all this is Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger. The 
Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith has said that 


{o]ur catechesis . . . must unmask the point on which these new “missionaries” harp: the 
impression, namely, that Scripture is to be read in a “literal” sense, while Catholics assertedly 
have weakened or forgotten it. This literalness often signifies a betrayal of fidelity. The 
isolation of single sentences and verses is misleading and loses sight of the whole. Read as a 
whole, the Bible is really “Catholic”, But this must first be shown through a catechetical 


instruction that would rehabilitate the faithful to a reading of sacred Scripture in and with the 
Church.2 


The key, then, is instruction—and not just in the proper approach to the 
Bible, but to all aspects of the Faith. Almost without exception, Catholics 
returning to the Church from fundamentalism report they never would have 
left had they been well catechized. Had they known what the Catholic 
religion really was, they would have been able to deal with awkward 
questions thrown their way. Fundamentalist neighborliness, however freely 
accepted, would not have resulted in the acceptance of fundamentalist 
doctrines. . 

Many Catholics think people are attracted to fundamentalism only for 
social and emotional reasons; since such suasions cannot be overcome by 
syllogisms, they see no point in discussing doctrines. Catholics who have 
returned to the Church from fundamentalism put the emphasis differently. 
They admit that frustration with the Church and its officials and members 
may have played a part in their conversion to fundamentalism, and they 
acknowledge that personal problems, such as loneliness, may have made 
fundamentalism (or at least fundamentalists) look attractive at the 
beginning. Yet they almost universally declare that what kept them out of 
the Catholic Church was doctrine. Whatever their initial reasons for 
examining fundamentalism, they stayed away from Catholicism because 
they decided its teachings were untrue. 

They also reconverted for doctrinal reasons. They came to understand 
that fundamentalism contains much religious truth, but also much error, and 
the fullness of religious truth, they learned, can only be found at Rome. 
They came to believe in the Catholic religion again because someone took 
the time to tell them what the Church really stands for or because, 
fortuitously, they stumbled on the facts for themselves. 

The committed fundamentalist, who is often a former Catholic, knows the 
Catholic religion is wrong and thinks he can prove it from the Bible. The 
first step is to demonstrate to him that much of what he knows simply is not 
so. Emotional barriers will be overcome later, and they will fall as he 
realizes he has not been told the whole story. Glad-handing alone will not 
suffice; in fact, it is often counterproductive. The fundamentalist wants 
Catholics to discuss doctrines, and when they do not—when they 


deliberately shy away from even trying—he concludes their doctrinal 
beliefs are groundless, and the indictment against Rome seems rock solid. 

Although it is essential to treat fundamentalists with respect and love 
(especially difficult for those too quick with jabs, whether verbal or 
pugilistic), that is hardly sufficient and will resolve no confusions and 
produce no converts. Fundamentalists must be approached on the level of 
doctrine, which means making biblical (but also historical and other) 
arguments. It has been on the level of doctrine that the fundamentalist 
challenge to the Church has found its power. This power lies not in the 
objective truth of the fundamentalist position, which is a mixture of truth 
and error, but in fundamentalism’s insistence that truth really matters, that 
one’s salvation depends on accepting God’s truth in its entirety, in all its 
consequences. People find this intellectually challenging and immensely 
attractive—and not just attractive, but compelling, for who says A must say 
B. 

If Catholics expect to answer fundamentalism, they will have to answer it 
not just with charity—necessary, although hardly sufficient—but with 
doctrine. They will have to appeal not just to the heart but to the intellect. 
After all, it is the truth that sets us free. 


Appendix 


Materials explaining and defending Catholic beliefs, history, and practices 
may be obtained from Catholic Answers, Inc., a nonprofit, tax-exempt 
organization run by Catholic laymen. Its director is the author of this book. 
Available are a monthly publication titled Catholic Answers, tracts (in 
English or Spanish) on a wide variety of topics, and audiocassette tapes of 
debates and lectures. Write for a catalogue, sending a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to: 


Catholic Answers 
P. O. Box 17181 
San Diego, California 92117 


Anti-Catholic literature may be obtained on request or for a small donation 
from the following organizations. When writing, ask for a catalogue and 
samples of literature. 


1. Chick Publications 
P. O. Box 662 
Chino, California 91710 
2: Christians Evangelizing Catholics 
P.O. Box 24758 
San Jose, California 95154 


3. The Conversion Center 

Drawer V 

Havertown, Pennsylvania 19083 
4. Mission to Catholics International 


P. O. Box 19280 

San Diego, California 92119 
5: Radio Bible Class 

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49555-0001 
6. Jimmy Swaggart Ministries 

P. O. Box 2550 


Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821-2550 


Bibliography 


James Barr, Fundamentalism (Philadelphia: Westminster, 1977). Loraine 
Boettner, Roman Catholicism (Philadelphia: Presbyterian and 
Reformed, 1962), Batholomew F. Brewer, Pilgrimage from Rome 
(Greenville, S.C.: 


Bob Jones University Press, 1982), Raymond Brown et al., eds., The 
Jerome Biblical Commentary 


(Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1968). Orestes Brownson, Saint 
Worship (Paterson, N.J.: St. Anthony 


Guild Press, 1963). Warren Carroll, A History of Christendom (Front Royal, 
Va.: 


Christendom College Press, 1985). Jack Chick, Smokescreens (Chino, Calif: 
Chick Publications, 1983). 
G. G. Coulton and Armold Lunn, Is the Catholic Church Anti-Social? 
(London: Burns Oates and Washburn, 1946), 


Henri Daniel-Rops, Daily Life in the Time of Jesus (Ann Arbor, Mich.: 
Servant Books, 1980). 


A. C. Dixon, et al., eds., The Fundamentals (Los Angeles: Bible Institute 
of Los Angeles, 1909). 


Newman Eberhardt, A Summary of Catholic History (St. Louis: Herder, 
1961). 


Eusebius Pamphilius, The Ecclesiastical History (Cambridge, 
Mass.: Harvard, 1975). Jerry Falweil, The Fundamentalist Phenomenon 
(New York: Doubleday, 1981). 


Reginald Fuller et al., eds., A New Catholic Commentary on Holy Scripture 
(London: Thomas Nelson, 1969). 


Romano Guardini, The Lord (Chicago: Regnery, 1954). Fernand Hayward, 
The Inquisition (Staten Island, N.Y.: Alba House, 1965). 


Gabriel Hebert, Fundamentalism and the Church (Philadelphia: 
Westminster, 1957). Henry T. Hudson, Papal Power (Welwyn, 
England: Evangelical, 1981). 


Philip Hughes, A History of the Church (London: Sheed and Ward, 1934). 


A Popular History of the Catholic Church (Garden City, N.Y.: 
Doubleday, 1949). 


Bill Jackson, A Christian’s Guide to Roman Catholicism (Manteca, Calif.: 
Christians Evangelizing Catholics, n.d.). 


Stanley L. Jaki, And on This Rock (Notre Dame, Ind.: Ave Maria, 1978). 


William A. Jurgens, The Faith of the Early Fathers (Collegeville, Minn.: 
Liturgical Press, 1970). 


Ronald Knox, Enthusiasm (London: Oxford University Press, 1950). 


and Armold Lunn, Difficulties (London: Eyre and Spottiswoode, 
1952). 


Henry C. Lea, A History of the Inquisition of the Middle Ages (New York: 
Harper, 1887). 


Arnold Lunn, The Third Day (London: Burns and Oates, 1945). 


George Marsden, ed., Evangelicalism and Modern America (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 1984). 


William G. Most, Free from All Error (Liber tyville, IU.: Franciscan 
Marytown Press, 1985). 


John Henry Newman, An Essay on the Development of Christian Doctrine 
(Baltimore: Penguin, 1974). 


On the Inspiration of Scripture, eds., J. Derek Holmes and Robert 
Murray (Washington: Corpus Books, 1967). 


Bernard Orchard et al., eds. A Catholic Commentary on Holy Scripture 
(New York: Thomas Nelson, 1953). 


Ludwid Ott, Fundamentals of Catholic Dogma (Rockford, 111.: TAN 
Books, 1974). 


Hugh Pope, English Versions of the Bible (St. Louis: Herder, 1952). 
The Layman’s New Testament (London: Sheed and Ward, 1934). 
Johannes Quasten, Patrology (Westminster, Md.: Christian Classics, 1983). 


Leslie Rumble and Charles M. Carty, Radio Replies (Rockford, 111.: TAN 
Books, 1979). 


Ernest R. Sandeen, The Roots of Fundamentalism (Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 1970). 


Frank Sheed, Theology and Sanity (Huntington, Ind.: Our Sunday Visitor, 
1978). 


To Know Christ Jesus (Ann Arbor, Mich.: Servant Books, 1980). 


and Maisie Ward, Catholic Evidence Training Outlines(London, 
Sheed and Ward, 1948). 


John Steinmueller, A Companion to Scripture Studies (New York: Joseph F. 
Wagner, 1969). 


The Sword of the Spirit (Waco, Tex.: Stella Maris Books, 1978). 


Jimmy Swaggart, Catholicism & Christianity (Baton Rouge: Jimmy 
Swaggart Ministries, 1986). 


Joseph Tixeront, History of Dogmas (Westminster, Md.: Christian Classics, 
1984). 


John Evangelist Walsh, The Bones of St. Peter (Garden City, N. Y:: 
Doubleday, 1982). 


Ralph Woodrow, Babylon Mystery Religion (Riverside, Calif.: Ralph 
Woodrow Evangelistic Association, 1966). 


Joseph Zacchello, Secrets of Romanism (Neptune, N.J.: Loizeaux Brothers, 
1948). 


NOTES 


CHAPTER 1 

Standard works on fundamentalism include James _ Barr, 
Fundamentalism (Philadelphia: Westminster, 1977); Gabriel Hebert, 
Fundamentalism and the Church (Philadelphia: Westminster, 1957); George 
Marsden, ed., Evangelicalism and Modern America (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 1984); Jerry Falwell, The Fundamentalist Phenomenon (New 
York: Doubleday, 1981); Ernest R. Sandeen, The Roots of Fundamentalism 
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1970). Back to Text. 

* See p. 19, below. Back to Text. 

3 Many “professional anti-Catholics” converted from Catholicism, a fact 
that leads some critics of fundamentalism to conclude, wrongly, that anti- 
Catholicism is a manifestation not of doctrinal differences, but of emotional 
traumas in the converted. Back to Text. 

4 Fundamentalism is restricted mainly to English-speaking countries but 
it is spreading rapidly elsewhere. Back to Text. 

° Hebert, Fundamentalism, 17. Back to Text. 

© Hebert, Fundamentalism, 17. Back to Text. 

7 Hebert, Fundamentalism, 19. Back to Text. 

8 Hebert, Fundamentalism, 17. Back to Text. 

2 Edward Dobson, “Fundamentalism—Its Roots”, New Catholic World, 
January/February 1985, 5. Back to Text. 

10 Dobson, “Fundamentalism”, 9. “ Back to Text. 

11 Hebert, Fundamentalism, 9, Back to Text. 

12 Dobson, “Fundamentalism”, 7. Back to Text. 
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